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It’s time for our city to shine
I want to start this week’s issue by saying that the timing of the start of my Mayor’s Column
just so happened to coincide with the upcoming launch of the ELA Pilot Project. It has been
an appropriate avenue to share information about this initiative, but I do plan on talking
about other city activities. After today’s column, I will also be going down to a bi-weekly
frequency.
As mentioned in our first ever Facebook Live Community Q&A session last night, I’ve been
very pleased to see how engaged our community is with the announcement of this pilot
project. Our residents have shown curiosity to learn more about electronic autonomous
technology and how being chosen as the first Canadian city to pilot autonomous shuttle in
mixed traffic use is something we should be proud of. Not just because it demonstrates that
our vibrant, open-minded spirit is being noticed, but because it puts out the city at the
forefront of testing such emerging technology.
Autonomous vehicles are increasingly showing up around the world, especially in Europe.
Here on Canadian soil, we’re seeing them used in the oil sands. Winnipeg has just started
testing autonomous snow plows at its airport to clear its runways. Here in the capital
region, the City of Edmonton has been quoted with its projection that they could see
autonomous public transportation in as soon as 10 to 15 years.
But what has not been done yet in Canada is studying how we – as citizens – react, interact
and respond to autonomous vehicles. With Beaumont being Canada’s first city to pilot the
integration of ELA into mixed-use traffic scenarios that encompass human interaction is
exciting progress to see how this technology can impact our everyday lives and how it can
potentially build connectivity with the region.
And as our residents have noticed, we’re working on communicating with our residents and
our region in a difference way. We’re thinking bigger, and we want to ensure that are
residents are engaged with us every step of the way, and you can look forward to seeing
more Facebook live events and usage of other forms of digital communications in the
future.
The ELA Pilot Project will be launching to the public next week, and for those who missed
our Facebook Live Q&A session, I addressed two top of mind questions that were being
asked leading up to the session that I would like to answer here as well.
Is this a transit initiative? The short answer is no, this pilot project is NOT a transit
initiative.
Council approved this pilot project under our city’s strategic economic development
investment initiatives. It’s a great opportunity for forward-thinking companies to
participate in because of the national interest and visibility of the project. We’re proud to
be chosen for this opportunity to have this pilot project here as we will see gains on several
fronts.
– We anticipate more business inquiries from potential investors. Not just because of this
pilot project but as part of the growing collective of economic development initiatives that
we have underway.
– More visitors to our City who will spend their dollars at local businesses while visiting
here.
– Enhanced awareness of our community and the impact we make in the region.
The other question that many residents inquired about was how the route was chosen.
The route had special requirements to meet the specific needs of the electronic autonomous
vehicle and was selected together by ELA’s operator, Pacific Western Transportation and
the City of Beaumont. The route needed to include at least one traffic light and a marked
pedestrian crossing, be a high volume road with no parking along the sides, and within
close proximity to the storage and recharge location, where ELA returns to each evening.
I would like to emphasize that once the project is launched to the public, the entire pilot
lane route for ELA is effectively a live research and testing environment for the duration of
the project. Even when ELA is not on the road and is charging in storage at night, there is
data being collected with the surrounding traffic flow and lane maintenance that will be
happening like ensuring it is free of debris.
By nature of what a pilot project is and knowing that the intent is to identify and learn
about how autonomous shuttle service might be used in a city such as ours in a live testing
environment, there will be unknowns, and that’s okay because we are risk-takers. New
things and new experiences are how we grow.
And as we see visitors coming to our city to see and ride ELA, and experience all that
Beaumont has to offer, I encourage you to all consider yourselves to be community
ambassadors. This is our opportunity to shine. To show the rest of the Capital Region what
a fantastic, welcoming and vibrant city we are.
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If you have any questions about this column or any other Beaumont local
government issue, please contact his office at 780.929.8782 or by email at
mayor@beaumont.ab.ca.

