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Why not Beaumont?
Our vision is to become a City of choice for livability and economic innovation.
A brief statement, but one with big aspirations.
We are a part of a bigger conversation that is happening within the Edmonton
Metropolitan Region around how strategic economic development is ever so
important in all of our efforts, not just to diversify our local economy but also
in the context of our regional landscape as well as in the context of Canada and
the world. The need to look through this holistic lens is a practical result of the
digital age that we live in where geography has in many ways become moot.
Beaumont is one of 15 municipalities that are a part of Edmonton Global, the
first ever regional economic development corporation. We contribute to the
fifth most prosperous region in Canada and our residents are part of the nearly
1.3 million people and 725,000 jobs in this region generating 30 per cent of
Alberta’s GDP equaling approximately $90 billion.
Yet today, thousands of residents leave Beaumont every day to work elsewhere
in the region. We want to attract and build an industry here to create job
opportunities right within our community. This will not only diversify our own
tax base making it more sustainable in the long-term, but contribute to
Edmonton Global’s vision for the region to be a location of choice for global
investment that is collaboratively built on regional assets achieved through
three main strategic themes – collaboration, focus, and innovation.
We know that knowledge-based industries are a great fit for Beaumont as we
develop our newly annexed land for business parks and industry. Large
petrochemical operations and heavy industry already exist in the region and
they are not a best fit for our municipality. With Beaumont’s strategic location
near the airport, our young demographic as a community, our high quality of
life and sense of community, knowledge-based industries are a fit. Sectors such
as technology, biosciences and health innovation and machine learning (or
artificial intelligence) are increasingly permeating all industries such as
biosciences and health, oil and gas, energy and agriculture. The ‘digital
economy’ alone in Alberta today is larger than forestry and even agriculture.
The 2018 Economic Development Framework was part of the Our Centre-Ville
Project outlined key objectives to help expand and attract investment in
Beaumont as well as increase overall presence in the region and abroad. A key
strategic objective from this report highlighted an opportunity for Beaumont to
explore emerging sectors such as advanced technologies and commercialization
testing as opportunities for investment attraction.
The ELA Autonomous Shuttle Pilot Project just so happened to be the first
economic development-driven initiative that we unveiled but it is not the only
project we are doing from an economic development perspective. As an
example of what is on the horizon, with hundreds of home-based businesses in
our community, a need was identified for space where these businesses and
others can evolve and grow. To this end, we have been working on a
collaborative business innovation centre where entrepreneurs will be able to
work out of and access services to help their business grow and prosper. These
types of opportunities and locations have not existed in Beaumont before and
you’ll hear more about this in the coming months.
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If you have any questions about this column or any other Beaumont local
government issue, please contact his office at 780.929.8782 or by email at
mayor@beaumont.ab.ca.

