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Beaumont showing the way for
economic growth and jobs
Economic prosperity and growth don’t just happen. It takes the hard work
of building partnerships and setting the right conditions for innovation
and entrepreneurship.
Alberta’s economy still faces an uphill struggle and the province’s midsized cities have a crucial role in attracting investment and encouraging
local business growth. That was the central theme for a meeting of 22
mayors and chief administrators last week in Lethbridge.
Together, our cities represent roughly one million Albertans – about onequarter of the province’s total population, a fact not lost on the provincial
government. Premier Jason Kenney and Municipal Affairs Minister Kaycee
Madu both dropped in at the meeting and committed to work in
partnership with Alberta’s municipalities for economic growth, jobs,
diversification and innovation.
The premier was also candid about Alberta’s fiscal situation and spoke
about his government’s intention to contain spending. The recent
MacKinnon Report, commissioned by the province, telegraphed potential
changes to municipal funding in the Alberta budget expected in late
October.
As mayors, we recognize the province’s need to get its finances in order
and we know this will mean challenges for municipalities. Beaumont is
well positioned for these changes, with many competitive advantages,
including our young and fast-growing population, relatively high median
income, family-friendly community environment and our prime location
near important transportation hubs and corridors.
But as I said, economic prosperity and growth don’t just happen. The
Alberta government is focused on reducing the red tape that restricts the
economy, but Beaumont is already out in front leading the charge.
During the meeting, I spoke about a number of the initiatives and actions
our council has taken to make it easier to start or grow a business in the
community. We recently streamlined our land use bylaw from 37 distinct
zoning districts down to only seven and we halved off-site levies for
developers. We are creating a one-window approach to the development
and business approval process that brings together everyone at the start of
an application, rather than putting applicants through successive hoops.
These changes are transforming our role from gatekeeping to providing
customer service, working together with businesses and developers to get
a successful outcome for them and the community. As the level of
government closest to the public, municipalities have to be responsive to
change, and Beaumont is showing just how cities can be nimble.
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If you have any questions about this column or any other Beaumont
local government issue, please contact his office at 780.929.8782 or by
email at mayor@beaumont.ab.ca.

