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Supporting our entrepreneurs for
Small Business Week
When you look at a small business, what do you see?
Is it a storefront? Products and prices? Maybe the staff?
Those are parts of a business, but behind all that is someone with a dream.
For some entrepreneurs, it’s a dream of being their own boss. For others,
it’s the opportunity to follow their passion. Still others are pursuing an
idea with the potential to solve problems for people and society.
Small Business Week starts next Monday and is an opportunity to
celebrate the dreams and hard work that go into starting and running a
business. Because whether it’s a café, boutique, restaurant, butcher shop,
oilfield service supplier or tech developer, running a small businesses
takes dedication, sacrifice and very hard work.
Council recognizes the efforts of Beaumont’s small business owners and
their contributions to our community. In addition to providing jobs and
services, they are often volunteers and donors to community causes. They
see the potential in Beaumont and are investing in it.
In our strategic plan, council identified economic prosperity as one of the
top priorities for the city and small businesses are key to that. Our goal is
to continue developing a business-friendly environment that encourages
outside investment in the community along with the growth of local
businesses.
This month, we will mark the opening of our new Collaboration and
Innovation Business Centre – CoBIC Connect – in the city’s downtown.
The centre is Beaumont’s first non-profit co-work space with flexible
options to meet the needs of small and aspiring businesses. We’ve
partnered with the Beaumont Chamber of Commerce and others to offer
resources and networking opportunities onsite to help our city’s
entrepreneurs access expertise and knowledge to get take their business to
the next level.
Working alongside local entrepreneurs and the Beaumont Chamber of
Commerce is key to strengthening a foundation for all businesses – and
our community – to prosper.
Our business community is thriving. Earlier this month, the chamber held
its best-attended Annual General Meeting in recent memory. Empowering
Women Entrepreneurs organized another successful Beaumont Night
Market event for its fourth year in a row. And there are many other
success stories throughout the city.
So with Small Business Week approaching, I want to take this opportunity
to tell all of the small businesses how much I appreciate all their hard
work. You are an integral part of the fabric of Beaumont and I know
sometimes building a business can be a thankless job.
Fire Prevention Week
My thanks also go to the Beaumont Fire Service for a successful Fire
Prevention Week 2019. They helped deliver pizza to several homeowners,
using the opportunity to check smoke detectors and keep our community
safer.
They also hosted a well-attended open house last Saturday at the Fire Hall,
where they provided fire safety education and gave children a tour of the
equipment. As a volunteer firefighter myself, I can speak to the dedication
and expertise of our full-time fire service staff and the great crew of
volunteers in our community.
Mayor’s Breakfast
Join me and prominent members of the community and region on Nov. 6
for one of the best networking opportunities in the area while you enjoy a
delicious locally-sourced breakfast.
I’ll be hosting a panel discussion on the topic of redefining what a city
CAN be, with several exciting special guests.
Tickets are on available now at bit.ly/mayorbreakfast19.
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If you have any questions about this column or any other Beaumont
local government issue, please contact his office at 780.929.8782 or by
email at mayor@beaumont.ab.ca.

